THE COUNCIL FOR BUSINESS WITH BRITAIN (CBB)

CONSTITUTION 

1. NAME

The Association shall be called the Council for Business with Britain (CBB).
2. ADDRESS

The address of the CBB shall be c/o The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, No. 50, Navam Mawatha, Colombo 2 for the time being or such other address as may be decided by the Committee from time to time and notified to the members.

3. OBJECTIVES

1. To promote two way trade between Sri Lanka (SL) and the United Kingdom (UK)

2. To maintain and foster a harmonious business relationship between SL and the UK

3. To promote the exchange of information on trade and investment

4. To support the business community which the organization represents by

a) Serving as the recognized representative of the members in matters concerning business relations with SL or UK.

b) Supporting and encouraging member’s representatives engaged in the management of their company’s business in Sri Lanka

c) Encouraging and arranging discussions, exchange of ideas, information and advice pertaining to member’s interest.

d) Stimulating co-operation between members, member’s representatives and other organizations.

e) Providing and disseminating information that would be useful to companies and individuals engaged in or considering engaging in trade between SL and UK.

5. To undertake any matters that are incidental or conducive to attaining the above objectives.

4. PATRON

The British High Commissioner in Sri Lanka shall be Ex-Officio, the Patron of the CBB.

5. MEMBERSHIP

There would be two categories of membership:

Full Members (with voting rights)
Companies based in Sri Lanka, engaged in business activities with the UK, or who are interested in entering into such business activities, shall be eligible for membership of the Council.
Associate Members (without voting rights)

UK registered companies, or any individual, interested in promoting trade and investment between Sri Lanka and the UK, shall be entitled to apply for Associate Membership
“Full Members” and “Associate Members” shall hereinafter be together or individually as the case may be, referred to as “Members”
Representation

1) Members shall be represented by the Chief Executive Officer, Managing Director, General Manager or other such senior manager or individual as shall be nominated by the Member and approved by the Committee.
2) A temporary representative shall be permitted subject to the approval of the Committee, in the case of temporary absence of a Member’s representative.

3) Changes in Representatives shall be subject to notification and approval by the Committee.

6. SUBSCRIPTION

a) All Full Members shall pay an annual subscription of Rs 5000/- (Rupees Five Thousand) or such other sum as the Committee may from time to time determine, payable on demand, to the CBB on or before 31st December each year.  Subscription demands shall be sent to the last address of the Member as notified to the Secretary.

b) All Associate Members shall pay an annual subscription of Rs 4000/- (Rupees Four Thousand) or such other sum as the Committee may from time to time determine, payable on demand, to the CBB on or before 31st December each year.  Subscription demands shall be sent to the last address of the Member as notified to the Secretary.

c) Any Member whose subscription is three months in arrears shall not be entitled, while still in arrears, to attend General Meetings nor receive CBB notices.

d) Any Member whose subscription is six months in arrears shall, ipso facto, cease to be a member.

7. THE COMMITTEE

The non-voting position of Secretary of the CBB shall be held by the Secretary-General of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, or his authorized representative.

Not withstanding the foregoing an honorary secretary would be elected to co-ordinate activities of the CBB.

The affairs of the CBB shall be managed by a Committee consisting of: 

a. A Chairman who shall normally be the previous year’s Vice Chairman, but who shall otherwise be elected in accordance with the procedures in Clause 7(b);

b. A Vice Chairman, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, each nominated and seconded by a Full Member and elected by the voting Members present at the Annual General Meeting called for that purpose;

c. An elected Member from the Committee of the previous year, elected by the Members of that Committee;

d. The most Senior Officer (Commercial) of the British High Commission in Sri Lanka, shall be an Ex-Officio Member of the Committee, with full voting rights;

e. Such other Members (not exceeding 6 in number) as the Committee may decide to co-opt from time to time;

f. The Committee shall be empowered to co-opt to fill a casual vacancy arising in the year. Such co-opted Member will continue as a Member of the Committee until the next Annual General Meeting of the CBB;

No Member, except an Ex-Officio Member, or a Member elected under Clause 7 (c) may serve on the Committee in the same capacity for more than three consecutive years, except with the explicit approval of the Members at the Annual General Meeting.

8. MEETINGS

a) Members shall meet regularly and at least quarterly during the year.

b) The Committee shall meet regularly and at least once every two months during the year.  The quorum for the Committee shall be three Members.  The Chairman shall have an additional casting vote at Committee meetings, if necessary.

c) An Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall be held once a year not later than 30th June, unless postponed for valid reason which are acceptable to the General Membership, for the transaction of the following business:

To receive the report of the Council and Audited Accounts of the Council for the previous financial year,

To elect Members of the Committee for the ensuing year

To elect Auditors

To consider any motion or resolution of which due notice shall have been given to the Secretary not less than seven (7) days before the date of the meeting

d) Special General Meetings (SGM’s) may be called by the Committee members at any time.  Any Member supported by at least 5 other Members, may call a SGM by giving written notice to the Secretary.

e) Notice of all Annual or Special General Meetings shall be circulated to all Members at least seven days before the date of the meeting, giving notice of date, time and location, the proposed agenda, and of all formal resolutions to be proposed.

f) The quorum at all Annual or Special General Meetings shall be ten Full Members.

g) Minutes shall be prepared, approved at the next relevant meeting and kept by the Secretary, for all Annual and Special General Meetings and for all Committee Meetings.

9. FINANCE

a) Banking 

The funds of the CBB shall be held in a Bank Account in the name of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce and two signatories shall be required for all banking operations.  Any single payment of over Rs.10,000/- shall require prior approval by the CBB Chairman or in his absence the Vice Chairman and shall be ratified by the Committee at its regular meetings. 

b) Books and Accounts

The CBB shall maintain proper books of Accounts relating to the income and expenditure of the Council, assets and liabilities, and shall cause such accounts to be audited at the end of every financial year of the Council.

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce shall maintain suitable records of all income and expenditure of the CBB, and shall provide such information to the Treasurer on a monthly basis and the Members at the Annual General Meeting. Monthly statements of income and expenditure shall be submitted to the Committee.

10. FINANCIAL YEAR

The financial year of the CBB shall end on 31st March.

11. AUDITORS

An auditor shall be elected by the Full Members present at the Annual General Meeting to audit the accounts of the CBB for the ensuing financial year.

12. CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION

The Members of the CBB at a Special General Meeting may rescind or amend any Law and adopt any new Law by a resolution passed by a majority of not less than three fourths of the members present in person or by proxy at a Meeting of which not less than twenty one days notice shall have been given specifying the Law to be rescinded or the nature of the amended or the new Law proposed, provided that there shall be present at such Meetings in person or by proxy not less than fifteen Members.

13. GENERAL
Any matters not covered by these Rules may be decided upon by the Committee.
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